JAPPYARIDLNY

WITH FRIENDS

February 16, 2024

Klamath Falls Friends Church
1918 Oregon Ave.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601
Leigh Tolton — Pastor 541-363-6885
pastorklamathfallsfriends@gmail.com

Zoom Link For Worship on Sunday

zoom Link:__https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85381127592?pwd=Z01JTHFXNVdzeTZqTUpwS1dmSFVxZz09

Title: Reqistration closing March 1% for FCNL’s Spring Lobby
Weekend on March 16" — 19"

Spring Lobby Weekend is a multi-day event hosted annually in
March by the Friends Committee on National Legislation. They
bring together young adults from across the country to Washington,
DC, to learn about, discuss, and lobby congress on a specific topic.
This year, Spring Lobby Weekend will be hosted March 16th-19th,
and it will focus on the Truth and Healing Commission on Indian
Boarding School Policies in the United States Act (S.1723/H.R.
7227). To get involved with other young adults doing this powerful
advocacy work, for in-person attendance. Registration closes
March 1*

To register: https://web.cvent.com/event/3ebcd4c3-1476-45b8-
a447-c5002ac713bb/summary



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85381127592?pwd=Z01JTHFXNVdzeTZqTUpwS1dmSFVxZz09
https://web.cvent.com/event/3ebcd4c3-1476-45b8-a447-c5002ac713bb/summary
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February 18 — 3:00 PM Come to a discussion on Rumi led by Doug Fay
February 20 and 27 — Food Pantry @ 5:30.
Talk to Maureen if you want to volunteer
February 25, 2024 --- Meeting for Business at the rise of meeting
February 26 --- Meditation at 6:00 PM
March 3 ----- is our first book group meeting after worship on Living
Buddha, Living Christ, by Thich Nhat Hanh. There are some books will be
made available through the meeting. Please read through the book and get
to know the introduction.
March 10 ----- after meeting for worship we will have an Art and
Spirituality class where we will focus on Ten Finger Labyrinths and our

spiritual journeys — Sue Graves, resident artist, will lead this class

When Quakers Disagree



November 1, 2010
Friends Journal : https://www.friendsjournal.org/2010090/

By ArthurMeyerBoyd

Guess what? Quakers have disagreements among themselves and in their monthly
meetings for business. Nothing unusual about that— we’re human, after all. What is
unusual is how Friends address disagreements.

In hard decisions where there are seemingly intractable conflicting positions held by
members of a meeting, there are several Quaker process “tools” that could be used.
Over the years I have observed these being utilized in both large and small monthly
meetings, watched as seasoned clerks at Friends Committee on National Legislation
used these with amazing results, and used each of these myself in several periods of
service as clerk of Stony Run Meeting in Baltimore, Maryland.

1. In the midst of discussion when the way is not clear, or is blurred by tense feelings,
pause for a period of worship. This provides an opening for reflection on all that has
been said, reconsideration of one’s own position, and discernment of a new way
forward. Sometimes that is a third way that wasn’t apparent before. Often it is
someone other than the clerk who suggests that “we settle into a period of worship,”
much to the relief of the clerk who is trying mightily to see a way forward.

2. Lay the matter over. This also allows for reflection, and for what Friends call
“seasoning.” It allows time for conversations among those with differing views, so
greater understanding can emerge.

3. Ask the proposing person or committee to reshape the proposal to incorporate as
many of the suggestions, and address as many of the objections, as possible, and to
bring the proposal back to a future monthly meeting.

4. Have some of the people with concerns, together with some of the people who
support the proposal, form a small group to reshape the proposal, and bring a revision
back to a future monthly meeting.

A Friends monthly meeting, having done those things, might nearly be in agreement
to accept the proposal. Yet still some Friends may not agree. They may say that they
do not think sense of the meeting on this issue has been reached, or they may state that
they are “led to stand in the way.” This is their right and moral responsibility to do if
they see their hesitation as a deep spiritual conviction. The Meeting should then listen
to the concerns of the individual and prayerfully consider whether that person’s sense
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of the Truth (or elements of it) might be closer to the Truth than what had previously
been proposed. Sometimes it is, and that person’s statement becomes the fully
embraced sense of the meeting. But sometimes it is not. So, what does a meeting do?

5. Between sessions, have some people visit individually with, and “sit with the
concerns” of, those who are not ready to accede to what the rest of the meeting seems
ready to agree upon. This may result in a way opening for agreement, or possibly a
third way, which had not been apparent before, to emerge at a future meeting for
worship with a concern for business.

6. Have a “threshing session,” a meeting at a separate time that is specifically not for
decision-making. Normal practices of a Quaker meeting for business are relaxed so
that Friends can speak more than once to an issue, can speak to a point just made, or
can ask a question of a previous speaker. The clerk might even ask for a “straw poll”
of opinions at “this point in our discussion so far,” or go around the circle giving each
person an opportunity to speak in turn. The special role of a threshing session is that it
allows everyone to say what they think without the burden of needing to make a
decision. It enables folks to speak strongly yet be able to change their position and not
merely defend their point of view in anticipation of a decision about to be made.

So, what if agreement still cannot be reached?

7. Friends operate by “sense of the meeting,” not consensus. This is not the same as
unity or “everyone has agreed.” So, the clerk might state that “we appear to have
reached a sense of the meeting to do X, would (address by name the objecting person
or persons) be willing to stand aside?”

8a. If the objecting persons are not willing to stand aside, the clerk could test with the
meeting whether the sense of the meeting is to do X, and “knowing that some Friends
are not in unity with this decision, are Friends ready to approve this as the Sense of
the Meeting?” If the meeting so decides, the objecting persons might ask to be
recorded as not being in unity with the decision, or if they do not ask to be recorded,
the minutes would note that “two (or whatever number) Friends were not in unity with
this decision.”

To do this, tears at the fabric of the meeting community, and is done only as a last
option when the rest of the meeting is clear that adherence to Truth calls for making
the proposed decision. The decision would need to be one of clear spiritual necessity
for the meeting and not merely convenience, and it needs to be recognized that
subsequent healing will be necessary. Similarly for the individual, the objection would
need to be a matter of clear spiritual calling for that person and not merely
convenience. In other words, all persons of whatever position on the matter must ask



themselves: “Is my sense of what God or Divine Will or the Spirit or Truth calls our
meeting to do in this moment based on my sense of that transcendent calling, or is it
based only on my preferences, prejudices, or convenience?”

8b. Or, if the objecting persons are not willing to stand aside, the clerk could judge
that the objection is significant enough that the meeting should not proceed on this
matter, and test that “sense of the meeting” with those present and suggest that the
meeting approve laying aside the matter indefinitely. Much like the benefit of a
threshing session, laying the matter aside indefinitely removes the pressure to work
the matter, and opens space for reflection and new thinking, the magic Friends call
“seasoning.” The matter could return to a future (indeterminate) meeting for
business—if appropriate—after further seasoning. Again, it needs to be recognized
that subsequent healing will be needed. Stony Run has made such decisions, and in
some cases the matter was brought forward by concerned persons months later and
satisfactorily resolved, and on other occasions never arose again.

There is Quaker lore that any individual can stand in the way of a decision and
prevent the decision from being taken. This is not entirely true. “Standing in the way’
is a mutual responsibility between the individual and meeting to test our sense of the
Truth as we are imperfectly able to sense it at the time. But no one, after prayerful
consideration by the meeting, can “stand in the way of a decision” without the
meeting’s permission. The meeting can proceed, in loving tenderness to those who
cannot join in the decision.

9

Arthur, a member of Stony Run Meeting in Baltimore, Md., is associate executive
secretary of Friends Committee on National Legislation.

Finances and You

There are four easy ways to help financially support KFFC. We depend on your
generosity. The first is to link your Fred Meyer card to Klamath Falls Friends (JL022) by
going to Community Rewards on the Fred Meyer website. You keep your rewards for
groceries, gas and rebates. It's just an added bonus to the church. The second is to
use Amazon Smile and designate Klamath Falls Friends as the nonprofit you want to
support. And the third is great for the environment. Collect your recyclable bottles and
cans and place them in the blue plastic bag (bags are available and marked in the entry
of the church) and scan the QR code when you drop your filled bags in the quick drop.

Your stewardship counts with KFFC. Financial giving is the fourth way and a
concrete way in which we ALL can share in the ministry and outreach of Friends. Thank
you to all who faithfully contribute! May we continue to trust God to enable us to give
with generous open hearts!



Your support is appreciated. The meeting asks every member and regular
attendee to consider giving according to one’s ability as a spiritual practice. It is not the
size of the donation that matters, but the heart from which it is given. You may drop
your tax-deductible gift in the box located at the back corner of the meeting house.

Pledge forms for 2024 are due, and they are located on the table in the entryway
of the meeting house.
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